
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples not to be afraid of calumny and detraction. A day will come when every-

one will come to know the whole truth about everyone else, their real intentions, and the true dispositions of their 

souls. In the meantime, those who belong to God may be misrepresented by those who resort to lies, out of malice 

or passion. These are the hidden things which will be made known. 

 

Christ also tells the apostles to speak out clearly. Jesus’ divine teaching method led him to speak to crowds in  

parables so that they came to discover his true personality by easy stages. After the coming of the Holy Spirit the 

apostles would have to preach from the rooftops about what Jesus had taught them. We, too, have to make 

Christ’s doctrine known in its entirety, without any ambiguity, without being influenced by false prudence or fear of 

the consequences.  

 

The Lord warns his disciples against false fear. We should not fear those who can only kill the body. Only God can 

cast body and soul into hell. Using this teaching of Christ, the Church teaches that hell exists. Therefore God is the 

only one we should fear and respect; he is our Prince and Supreme Judge - not men. The martyrs have obeyed this 

precept of the Lord in the fullest way, well aware that eternal life is worth much more than earthly life.  

 

Jesus teaches the fatherly providence of God, which he spoke about at length in the Sermon on the Mount (cf. Mt 

6:19-34). Here Jesus tells us that public confession of our faith in him – whatever the consequences – is an  

indispensable condition for eternal salvation. After the Judgment, Christ will welcome those who have given  

testimony of their faith and condemn those who were ashamed of him. Although every Christian should be ready to 

die for his faith, most Christians are called to be confessors of the faith. 

 

Today is Father’s Day! Father’s day, mother’s day etc. are not exactly holy days of the Church, but they do give us 

reason to pause, to pray for, and to reflect on our fathers whom we honor.  A few weeks ago, we honored our 

moms. Today, on this Father's Day, we are doing the same – offering our dads, living or dead, on the altar of God 

during this Holy Mass and invoking our Heavenly Father’s blessings on them.  Modern America appears to be 

unique in its honoring of fathers on a special day.  Today we celebrate, congratulate, and pray for the men who  

continue to reflect the Divine qualities of fatherhood as they lovingly establish, nourish, and maintain their families. 

Fathers are a blessing, and we thank them for blessing us with lives of dedication, endurance, and love.  

 
Happy Father’s Day to all fathers, grandfathers, and stepfathers!  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Thomas Theneth CMI 
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