
 

Our spiritual core is most valuable because it relates us to God and centers us correctly in the world. It is the one, 

true treasure. But it cannot be found on the surface of life, in the tangle of physical and social interactions. It is  

hidden, buried in the field of ourselves. Therefore, it can go undiscovered.  It can be as the Gospel of Thomas  

suggests: “the Father’s kingdom is spread out upon the earth, and people don’t see it” (GT 113). Not finding this 

treasure is akin to Meister Eckhart’s remark that each person has a vintage wine cellar, but they seldom drink from 

it. This kingdom of heaven within us surprises us, when we come upon the spiritual depth of it. The more we  

experience how valuable it is, the more we desire for it. At this point we are ready to realign our energies, to sell 

everything in order to pursue what we have found. In fact, we do it joyously because of the actuality of what we 

have found and the promise of what will happen when we buy. Entry into the kingdom is a full process of finding, 

selling and buying. 

 

We are merchants on the make, always searching, always looking to connect with the source of who we are. The 

life-giving relationship with God is the pearl of great price in every man’s life. When we find this relationship we 

undergo a process of purification, ridding ourselves of everything that would block the love of God from working in 

our lives. The finding, selling, and buying of the treasure and the pearl symbolize the journey of spiritual conscious-

ness. Just finding is not enough. The full experience of the kingdom includes selling and buying.  

 

Being caught by the net of Christ is a first step but not the last condition. Each fish is examined on shore. People 

are expected to develop spiritually. This means greater understanding of Jesus’ teachings and greater integration of 

those teachings into creative ethical behavior. People are judged by their use of the gifts they have been given. If 

they have found the treasure and the pearl and have been caught by Jesus the fisher of people, they will be judged 

by how they have continued this initial moment of revelation. The contrast between good and bad, righteous and 

wicked, highlights the seriousness of the spiritual project and the inevitability of evaluation. 

 

The understanding is the first step of integration, but integration is an ongoing process of further understanding, 

purification and action. Followers of Jesus may have an initial grasp, but at this stage they lack thorough comprehen-

sion that leads to transformation.   

 

What was found has to be bought, but, in order to buy, there is a need to sell. This will mean evaluating what went 

before. Some of the old beliefs, choices, and behaviors will be allies of the new experience and assist greater under-

standing and action. Our past beliefs, choices, and behaviors will be detrimental, obstructing progress in the new 

way. Each person has to work hard to find out how he can modify himself in order that the kingdom of God, the 

pearl of great price, becomes his own. 
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